

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































and - trees, we banded together in
small groups to fight it.

“Women rushed with armloads of
hlankets .to the- swtmming pool,
soaked them In wafer, then tried to
throw them on‘the blazing rooftops.

“The men, packing hoe$ and Hand
extinguishers,” tried to prevent the

flames from racing northward - up:

the canyon towards Jnmosburg.

THE BATTLE GOES ON

At this point, Lilienthal. a.dded

“If the south side behind us had
ignited, we'd have been cooked.””

Battle against the éver-spreading
fire continued hour after hour. The |
heat became so intense in the ndr-
row canyon where ‘the resort nestles
that it ‘'was necessary to douse tHe|
amateur.fire ﬂshters with bucket.s
of water.

At least five chi.ldmh were at t.‘ne
resort when the fire broke out. They
were Mrs. Terry's three children,
Michsael, 8, Edwin, 8, and Mary, 5,
together with Henry Frederico, 3%,
of Monterey, and Sonjs Blodgett 10,
of Banta Cruz . :

TERRY GETS THROUGH

At the ‘height of -the losing: battle
against the flames, & solitary figure|.
stumbled through the fire-gutted
road to the resort area.

It turned out to be 'I‘erry; who
had been in. Salinas ‘when the blaze
began,

He. had driven to wir.hln a mile of
the springs and then been forced by
two burned-out bridges to contmue
on foot.

Minutes after. he abandoned his
automobile, it was consumed by
flames swooshing thmugh the heavy
brush lining the road.

Terry was- followeqd n. short - time
later by Ranger an&gh and- Fire
‘Cantrol Officer Jack Curran,: who
reported over thelr portable. Tadio
that the road was “a tube of flame."

At least a dozen autdmobiles- at
the ‘resort were mdved ‘down 1nto
the creek bed, wﬁare they were
saved, -

Tonight, 1t is sfill. impodsib]e to
drive the road betwedn Jamesbirg
and Tassadara betause .of the dire
and the burned-out- bridge&

One. path orf escape, ‘&’ rugged
mountain trail, was left to the be-
leaguered pcople al the resort Iast
night. But rangers.doubted whether
many of .the women could have’ ‘ne-
gotlated this route. .

Everyone -was grateful the . wind
blew from the south, blowing the
fire awsy from the remainder of
the resort area and leaving this one
tenuous escape line open..

Only’ one Injury was reported at

Tassajara. = Charles Ranson, 43, =
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maintenance worker, suffered burned
hands.

Mrs.; Terrys chlldren -were ead-
dcned ‘however, by loss “of thelr
mongrel pet, Corky. BShe dled  in
the flames after first dashing into a.
burning cebin and rescuing her two
12-day-old pupples. )

USE OF HELICOPTERS

"Helicopters were used extensively
today alang the maln fire line which
slices’ across six rugged, tumpled

‘miles of the Santa Lucia mountainas.

It was possible to carry fire-fight-
ers to strategic' points slong the
line in & matter of minutes - by heli-

copter whereas walking would have
taken four ‘hours.

"All ‘of the four machines were
bascd .on an opsn patch:of ground
on Chew's Ridge, six. miles seuth
of Jamesburg,

One of the machines was a Hiller
380, the same type craft that Tes-
cued 12-year-old Terrence Hallinan
from Yosemite Park a month ago.
mSTORIC SPA

‘Rangers sald the poople trapp.,a
at Tassajera will probably have to
remain-there’ a.nbthcr day-or two at
least.

‘Tassajare Hot Springs Wils | da-~
veloped as o resort in the 1890's and
became a frmeéd summer vacation-
ing . grounds for wealthy Northemm
Californians at the turn of the
century..

This is the first yesr the.Terrys
have operated the resort. They apent
$50,000 improving the ‘place last
spring and planned closing it down
for the winter in- mid- October

Transcriptions of photograph sub-
captions

First page

"Mrs. Sam Wright, San Francisco, guest,
and Mrs. Philip Terry, wife of the owner,
stand in ruins of Tassajara. Full page of pic-
tures, Page 8."

Opposite page

Upper right: "Guests and employees at
Tassajara Hot Springs fought side by side in
vain to quell the fire that started there Thurs-
day, destroying the resort and spread north.
Four hundred soldiers and prisoners are still

.| fighting side by side to put out the blaze

which is still raging out of control. Rangers
of the U. S. Forest Service are guiding that
fight, aided by all the latest scientific gadgets
and techniques. This page presents over-all
and specific scenes of the blaze and its con-
sequences, and of the men who are pitted
against it. These pictures were taken by
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Chronicle Photographers Joe Rosenthal and
Ken McLaughlin."

Upper left: "Before the big blaze there
were two bridges on the only road leading to
Tassajara Hot Springs. They were both bumn-
ed out. This is the site of one of them. The
scene is approximately a half mile from the
resort, looking toward it from Jamesburg, the
nearest town. Note the irony—the "No
Smoking" sign half burned away."

Upper right (under photograph of door-
way): "This sturdy stone archway, built in the
nineties, frames a view of the ruined interior
of the once-luxurious main Tassajara Hotel
building. The property had only this year
been improved by its new owner, Actor Philip
Terry."

Left center: " This is how the fire looked
to Chronicle photographer Ken McLaughlin
from a helicopter at approximately 4000 feet.
He was looking southwest down the main
canyon in the Santa Lucia range toward the
resort. Three other helicopters ferried fire
fighters and equipment into the rugged area,
cutting vital traveling time to a minimum.
Rangers said this was the most extensive use
ever made of the craft in fire fighting."

Under map in right center: "This shows
where the fire started. The only road to Tas-
sajara runs off a road between Salinas and
Monterey. It is rugged country—steep cliffs,
box canyons, brush and some scrubby trees.
Early today the fire was still out of control,
had burned more than 1400 acres, and was
moving north. The arrow points to the center
of the blaze."

Right center: "U. S. Forest Service Ranger
C. C. Yates kept a constant lookout from his
tower on Chew's Ridge, some six miles north
of the main fire area, and one of the landing
places used by the helicopters."

Lower left: "This is the general staff of the
firefighters. Here at Chew's Ridge ranger sta-
tion they conferred on strategy. They're all
Forest Service servants. They are (left to
right): Bill Galney, staff assistant, Nolan
O™Neil, San Luis Obispo ranger, Warren Ban-
ners, fire control officer, and Henry Branagh,
district ranger."

Lower right: "Guests and employees
fought side by side in a fruitless effort to save
this main building at Tassajara. But all that
remains are arches, ambers and rubble, sur-
rounded this thick walls and chimneys. Nine
cabins and other buildings were also destroy-
ed at the swank resort. There is enough food
and water for the 50 guests and employees,
however."
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Los Padres Forest Fire
Out of Control; 40 Safe

| 000 Acres Burned
At Tassajara

The Los Padres National Forest
fire continued to blaze out of con-
trol last night, but forty smoke-
grimed men, women and children
were safe in the blackened ruins
of historic Tassajara Hot Springs
resort in the rugged mouptains
of Monterey County.

In King City, Federal Forest
Service Dispatcher Charles
Swartz sald “bad slopover_s" had
caused the fire to break past fire
lines toward -the east and north,
with at least 300 additional acres
of serub oak, brush and madrone
in flames. :

By late evening, the acreage
burned, including that around the

resort, totaled at least 1,000.
Swartz sald the additional out-

breaks had  blasted an earlier

hope that the entire blaze could
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San Francisco Examiner, 9/10/1949

7 el ey
FLAM

air are

E-SW'EI,T—PI:!HP-EJ from the
e ruins of the historic Tassajara Hot
Spriogs yesort and a mumber of adjacent cabing
after being swept by flames, Although the forest

. e - . ,:- : } T -7 o Y

fife centinued to blaze out of coatrel lasl might,
forty men, women and children at the resort were
reported safe. Mare than15000—were

swept by the flames.
“=EZaminer Aerial Phota by Mart Soothard,

be brought under control by this
morning.

MEN REST—

He added that sixty men had

been bedded down for the night
along the worst of the fire lines
and that an additional 150 men
and three helicopters would be
utilized today In the hope it could
be completely controlled by night-
fall.

The guests and employes of the

hotel were trapped earlier by ‘the

flames when two bridges on the
only exit road (down into the Car-
mel Valley) were destroyed,

All were completely out of
danger, Swartz sald, and faced no
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immedlate discomfort. The re-
sort's ‘kitchen -and- bar-were -still
operating, there was no lack of

(Continued on Page 7, Col, §)
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Monterey County Forest Fire Out of Control;
40 Trapped at Tassajara Resort Hotel Saw‘e

(Continued from Page One)

food, and some cabins still were
avallable for shelter. _

They had been advised to l'c-
main at the partially destroyed
resort temporarily until the last
danger of shifting flames is ehm-
inated.

Fire fighters included soldlers
from Fort Ord and inmates of
Soledad Prison Camp, as well as
forest service men.’

While the main body of fight-

ers waited for the dawn to-re
sume their battle, weather condi-
tions. grew both more and less
favorable, Winds and thermome-
ters had dropped, but the humid-
ity was rising, Swartz said.
‘Behind the fire front the ruined

i< L A5 Cet e =
| WHERE FOREST FIRE STARTED—Two of

Tassajara resort smoldered with
damage there estimated at $75,-
000 by ‘owner Phil Terry, movie
actor and former husband of film
star Joan Crawford. "

The blaze began at 3 p. m.
Thursday -in a cabin occupied by
the three children of Mrs. Terry,
the former Helen G, Meyers, 36,
of Salinas, by a previous mar-
rlage. Mrs, Terry suffered arm
burns when she fought her way
into the cabin, thinking the chil-
dren to be there. Michael, 8; Ed-
win, 6, and Mary Myers, 5, had
gone swimming, however.
ANOTHER BURNED.

An - employe, Charles Ronson,
also suffered hand burns as
guests and employes pitched into
the losing battle. Fire orackled
through the tinder dry grounds,

Sdn Jose Mercury Herald 9/ l 0/ it 949

engul!ing the two«story stone
hotel, ten of the thirty-five cot-
tages, a twenty-car.garage, a re-
pair shop and recreation build-
ing. There was no panic.

The blaze, while the mest seri-
ous, was only one of an estimated
400 set in Federal and State pro-
tected lands of northern Galifor-
nia since Wednesday. Most of tite
others were started by now wan-
ing lightning storms, and most
were put out after blackening
ten aeres or -less. ‘

E. L. Baxter, Federal regional
fire dispatcher hére, said he had
1,000 men fighting about 300 fires
between the Oregon border and
Placerville. Only one giving him
concern was an 800 acre blaze

inr the Feather River distriet
north of Challenge (Yuba
County). ; '

spread to thn ‘ho{el and then Into’ the tlmber Tha

/the B6 persons (right) who were marooned by a
torest fire at Tassajara Hot Springz look over the
‘rulns of one of ihe cabins of the fashionable hotel
'which was also destroyed (background). Tha fire
started In one of the cabins around the hotsl,

247

holel was a2 fashlonable resort operated by movie
aclor Phil Terry. Fire fighiers are endeavoring to
conir¢el the foresi fire.<which has covered 700
acres.. Story oz Page 1.—AP Wirephoto,
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Salinas Californian, 9/10/1949

Favorable Weather Conditions Aiding
300 Men on Fire Line; Bridges Repaired
But No In- Going Traffic Permitted

- Aided by favorable weather conditions for the first time
since the fire started Thursday. a.fterno%lo 300 fire-fighters
(’

ected .to bring the Tassajara. fire in

Padres national

forest under control about. 7 o’clock tonight, Dispatcher
Charles Swartz said this afternoon in King Czty A high

fog. blanketed the burning area
and the wind was recorded here at
nine miles an hour.

" “The situation at the fire looks
good ‘'now and barring unforeseen
weather changes, we should have
it ‘under control by 7 o'clock to-
night,” Sivartz sald. A fire is not
regarded .as under control until
the perimeter of the blaze is com-
pletely circled by lines.

. A recheck'of maps this morn-
ing reduced the burned-over
acreage to about 800, lowerlng
earller reports that 1,300 acres
‘had been consumed. -

Fire-fighting ‘conditions were
good last night and early today
and the blaze ‘Jald down" over-
night, making ' lttle: progress,
while fighters employed the valu-
able’ time .strengthening lines

around the front of the burn.
: ' Bridges Restored

.Meanwhile other workmen have
started to restore bridges leading
into Tassajara Hot Springs =o
that the 62 guests and employes
caught in the hollow by the fast
‘moving flames Thursday may be
vvacuated, It was expected the
two: burned-out: bridges would be
repalred today.

No" In-golng traffic will be
permlttod on the'road ‘for sonie
time, the forest: ‘service polnted
out. and 'all vehitles will be
stopped at' Jamesburg, Traflo
‘on the road at the’present would
be.a: hindrance to' the moveraent
ot men, and equipment.

Forest Superviaor Lloyd Al
Rickel .informed .the dispatchers
office, in King City that’ only two
persons’, now -at ‘Tassajara -Hot
Springs {ndlcated’ they wanted to
leave as soon as .the road was
opened. Othérs’ probably’ will wait
until .their, vax:ation tirne has been
used i

Three ﬁre-ﬁghtera I'mva su.tfered
what were described as ‘‘very mi-
nor”’ injuries. : One 'prison guard
from the Soledad medium security
prison pulled a muscle .in  his leg

| for . the “most serious" casualty,

Swartz sald.

He added that one of the four
hellcopters used to obuerve the
fire was being released to the
Cleveland national forest near San
Diego, where 2 fire already has
burned 2,400 acres.
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Colorful History of Tassajara

Hot Sprmgs Goes Back to
Indians in Arroyo Seco Area

By Dorothy Vera -

History of ‘Tassajara Hot
Springs goes back to the days of
the Indian tribes, who  roamed
through the tortuous Arroyo Seco
river country to its headquarters
and visited the medicinal springs
while on their way to the yellow
sandstone cliffs and caves (Bruce
Church ranch)-five miles beyond,

-However, first white man to
take over the springs proper came
in about 1868 or 1869, when Frank
Rust opened a camp. At that time
it was believed that hot mineral
waters were an assured cure-all,
just on general principles, and any
hot spring was considered & po-
tential gold mine. Rust left that
year, and turned his holdings over
to a squatter hy the name of
Spencer. He, too, departed, but a
Jack Borden, new owner, had
more promotional ideas. He, de-
sirous of starting a health re-
sort, changed the name from Agua
Caliente to "'l‘s.ssa.jara.,” meaning
“meat-drying place.”

The wagon road ended per-
haps 10 miles from the springs,
and the 45-mile trip from Mon-
{erey=was a long and arduous
one. The late Dr. C. A. Can-
field, Monterey, forwarded some
of the water to the Smithsonian
institute for analyzation, and
it was reported to be “the rich-
est spring in the United States,
containing some 32 distinct in-
gredients.”

Accommodations under Mr, Bor-
den's regime were ‘“al fresco.”
Persons, were cautioned to bring
their - own necessities, but  pro-
visions were available. ‘

‘Discouraged by the lack of “in-
valids” at his spa, Jack Borden
finally sold his squatters’ right
to Willlam Hart sometime between
1875 and 1880. Hart then built
a log “hotel"™ of two or three
rooms, some small cabins, a shale
rock ‘dinning room, and a rock
bath house with a plunge and sev-
eral individual wooden tubs. He
widened trails to bring in supplies
from the James ranch (now Lam-

herts’),
. Quilty Built Road

‘Some guests were enthusiastie
about the place, and among the
most enthusiastic was the late
Charles Quilty, father of Mrs,
William Jeffery and Mrs. Howard
Cozzens, both of Salinas. He visit-
ed the resort about 1884 and not
too long afterward, negotiated for
its purchase. '

‘It was Mr. Quilty who is re-
sponsible for the first road into
the springs. He had the country
surveyed from the James ranch

to the springs, took on John Me-.

Phail as a partner, and got busy.
A year later Mr.. McPhalil started
the road as its boss, while Mrs.
McPhail and family ran the re-
gort,

Buildmg of that mountain
road was a tremendous and in-
tricate job, for at that time
most construction was done by
pick and ghovel. From dJames
ranch to Chews ridge the work
was comparatively . easy, as
much was done with plows. The
last eight miles, from the crest
of the ridge to the springs, lay
through sandstone and granite
along precipitous slopes. It was
this -difficult terrain that gave
the names Zigzag and Halrpin
‘Bend to sectlons of the road,

Financing of the road came
from Mr, Quilty’s own pocket, and
Sources of road materials started
to bhecome low for that reagon.
The road gang grew tired of wait-
ing for its pay, so Chinese were
imported from' San Jose to help
finish the job, and the new road
was opened to the public in 1890.
It served several families in the
area, as well as the resort, and
eventually the' county took over
its maintenance. At one time Mr.
Quilty considered building a sec-
ond road from the springs to the
Abbott ranch to the Arroyo Seco,
but to this day his initial venture
has been the one avay in and ouf
of Tassajara,

Trips into the springs took all
day in stages drawn by  foyr
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horses, Three changes. of horseg,

made at Whitlocks, at the Steffani

place and at Jamesburg, preceded

the last eight-mile lap. '
Plant Enlarged .

A road in, Mr, Quilty next ' turn-
ed his efforits to enlarging -his
plant. He planned a 40-room sand-
stone edifice to replace Mr, Hart’s
log cabin. Most of the material
used was native, except for red-
wood lumber hauled in from the
outside for windows, doors and
similar work: Canyon walls were
8o -steep -that building problems
were multiplied, They necessitated
excavation of a sizeable shelf he-
fore each building could be erect-
ed., Henry Arnold was hired to
blast out all the stones used in
the new hotel from gigantic rocks
nearby. San. Jose masons gquared
them and laid the walls. = - -

Mr. Arnold, in. later years' a
resident of Salinas, himself built
walls around the resort grounds
and filled in the terrace. Lime-
stone, too, was quarried there and
a kiln set up close by.

The hotel was finished in 1883,
and provided only a precarious
living at the beginning, Building
costs had been high, and mainte-
nance higher,.

At the furn.of the century,
Mrs. Helen Quilty Holohan took
over the management, and ex-
panded the facilities to include
a swimming pool and riding
stable, in. ‘addition to the new
bath-houses and plunges. When -
she fina¥iz sold the resort it
was worth/approximately $100,-
000.

In June the hotel of 38 rooms
and 29 cabins were completely ren-
ovated and re-opened to the pub-
lic by  Mr. and Mrs. Phil Terry
after a long period of change in
managership - at brief  intervals,

The word “hot” was deleted
from the name, and as “Tassajara
Springs” it has. been operating to
hundreds of resort goers for the
last three months.
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Tassajara Guests May
Escape Today; Raging

Fire Almost Controlled

Bridges on Only Road
Out Ready For Travel

Bywmmmm
T‘herxghrg

fire i meStﬁtxbtdmetﬂnswngnﬂ‘

ually being held under. eontrol today, ending the threat to
the lives of 62 persons trapped at Tassajara Springs. .

“If the'weather holds up, we expect to have the fire whip‘
ped by tonight,” U. S. Forest Service Flre Dispatcher
Charles Swartz said in King City. :

He had been in radio communication with’ the guests :md

employes ‘who were trapped
in a narrow mountaln canyon
at the resort. ‘
. He toid them ot !!rﬁboriry
bridges would be ready by three
p.n. on the narraw road lsading
to tha zprings, emabling them to
drive out In their. cars, "But only
two- carloads of guests planned to
lsavs, The others told Swartz thay
would remain and tinl:h out thelr
vncalions
'WIND DIES DOWN ,
Swartz atiributed the lessening

of thq blaze to a stratus overcast,
which reduced the wind and tem-
perature and' increased humidity,

with the result “the fire was dying.

down.™

About 1,000 acres have boon
burned over by the fast moving
blaze, which was fanned by winds
of 20 miles per hour yesierday.
Five hundred men, Including sol-

diers from Fort Ord, wers batiling

on the firs lines today,

‘Tassajara, owned by Phll Tarry.‘

San Francisco Chronicle, 9/11/1949

ex-actor and former husband of
Joan Crawford, lost {ts main 36-
room. lodge, nine of its 30 cabins
and other outbulldings. "But the
springs, wlth water avallable. to
fight fire, became & Iour-lm
haven,

The 40 guests and 22 employes
could thank a lucky shift In the
wind, and Their own courage and
calmness-that tha small mountain
valley didn’t become-a dolth trap.
GUESTE QORGANIZED. -

They were organized into a tln-
Yghting - brigide  b¥ hotel . clerk
Bert Plump and Terry, All joined
with .bpckaets, .shovels, axes and
wat blankets {n the battle for. thelr
Ussors. There weo-mc parde.-

Thefw wers Fwo minor injuries,
both arm burns,

The resort was out of touch
with the. world for nearly -six
hourr when "all comimunications
were burned ‘out at 2:3% pm.
Thursday. Ranhger George Bram-
agh and a fellow fire-fighter were
the first to penetrate the flames
along the tortuous mountaln road
Into the resort.

FFS}‘ Refugees Brought Out From Resort

Tassajara Blaze Brought Under Control

“%’s’é{:" HESepe,  10-—The

Mmﬂm;dmthlm

'Anovuunpnualz;ul;
s2id - Fire ~ ‘Dispatcher .Charles
Bnrtﬂ'rbamndlndmwl
tires drepped, ke Dumidiye fa-
creased.- 17 ihs weather. hold$' we

Benrynnmkh.nn:u'tnd:m

wmmmmm:.nwmua

mtbomthtﬁodﬂm

oncejagain,
mmmek

ﬁ-oeu Boihern CatiFarnin w;,;ﬁ
breplmthom

dq who havsi fought

should have it out by early iff the|Service
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thl ﬂn for thrpe days without sleep.



Tassajara
Fire Under
Control

Bmall erewa iodny were mop-
ping wp on the fire which Thurs-
day mflerneon guticd a major per-
tion of Tassa)ara Hol Bprings and

1han rwept aver 1,400 mers of

brush and tUmberland In K Leoa
Padres Natlonal Forest dbout 52
miles southeasi of Memlerey.

U, 8 Division of Forestry offl-
cials at King City sald today there
was no danger that the fire, con-
trolled at 10 o'clbck Saturday
night, would get mway again. ..

Meantime, the single road into
the - famed mountaln resort has
been temporarily restored to ser-
vice, but onfy a few of the 40
guests and 221 employes trapped
by the fire Fridey have made
their way out nf the Springw

No one ls allowed to enter the
resort, however.

BLOW TRIP

First of the guests to leave the
Springs late Saturday were Mri.
C. R, Blodgett and two daughters
of Santa Cruz and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Federico and son .of . 137
Franklin streel, Monlerey.

Although they were flanked by
smouldering underbrush - and
blackened trees; they reported the
trip wag slow but “not too dan-
geroui ™

Rangers sald these were the only
two .parties Indicaling -an immedl~
ate desire to leave when the two,

bridges burned out By the fire

were repalred at 3 p.m, Saturday.

Other guesls told forestry crews
they were comfortahle and would
continue lheir vacations at the re-
zort, only a.part of which was de-
siroyed In the fire.

CARS SAVED

Stlll Intact are 21 guest cottages,
the dining bullding, bathhouses
and the bar and recreation room.
Burned wete garages, although
cars owned by the guests were
saved, as well ds 15 cottages and'
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dormitories, another recreation
bullding and the main hotel build-
Ing. - , :

Bilarilng In a ocottage, the fire
quickly spread into the nearby
main structure/and then swept up
the sieep eanysn walls ie the
northeast and into the forest, eut-
ting the single road oul of the
place.

Forestry crews alded by soldlers
from the 12th Infantry Regiment
at Fort Ord and prisoners from the

Boledad Minimum Security Prison
battTed Thursday night and all day
Friday until 10 p.m. Saturday until
the - fire was pronounced under
¢ontrol.

‘Forestry officials gald they were
alded In thelr fight when 2 low
overcayt - 67 cTolUds came in over
the rugged mountaln area Satur-
day. The change In weather
brought Increasing humldity, a
drop in the temperatlure and a
decrease in the wind.

Cnly Stone Skeleton Remains

of Famed Tassajara Resort

(Peter Breinlg Photo)
Mr. and Mrs, Philip Terry, owners and managers of Tastajara ot Springs were snapped early Satur-
day morning at the front entrince to the main resort bullding, viewing a portion of the'damage caused
by the fire which swept the Springs Friday afternoon, NMrs. Terry suffered burna on the arm attempt-

Ing to enter one of the 15 cottages also destroyed In the'fire, ‘Terry estimated their loss al over $73,000.
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Monterey Peninsula Herald, 9/12/1949

Only the stone skelelon of the main bullding al Tassajara Hot Spr{nn. famous mountaln resort in
Los Padres Natlonal Forest, remalned after fire swepl the place Friday and then Inta the adjolning
forest. The charred bed frames standing In the foreground above show where a large cabin housing
members of the-sinffl stood belore It was rased by the fire. Behind the guests shown Inspecting the ruins
ls the blackened spot marking the localion of another cabin where the blate Is belleved to have started.

. V (Pyter Ilu:ml: P'u.l.m‘l
Trnnpn from Forl Ol‘d sbave, were rushed Inlo lh- rght illll\li the furr:ll lire which burned over

1,400 acres of Lon Padres Nallonal Forest after slarting early Friday morning, al Tassajara 1lat

8prings, 52 miles. southeast of Monterey.' Four U. S. Fareatry’ Service hellcopters, ane of which Is

shown above, were used In the flighL More thanm 400 men finally broughl the fire under control lale
Salurday night.
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Salinas Californian, 9/12/1949

Owner Terry Reports---
Tassajara Hot Springs Resort

To Be Rebuilt Immediately

Tassajara Spnngs resort, heavi-
Iy .damaged by fire which ulti-
mately swept over 800 acres. of
Los Padres national forest last

week, will be rebuilt immediately,
Owmer Philip Terry announced to-
day.

Mr. Terry told The Californian
that after the last of the guests
leave, probably by the middle of
this week, the resort will be closed
and reconstruction of the hotel,
cabins and other buildings razed

To the right: a view through the main entrance of

by the fu'e Thursday will start.

.The resort owner expressed his.

thanks to employes and guests
who - couragecusly battled the
flames ' and succeeded in saving
many of “the buildings. He also
expressed his appreciation to the
forest - services. and others  who
aided in the fight.

.The first two carloads of guests
left the resort. Saturday over the
newly constructed road. The first
car to reach King City was that

of C. R. Blodget, Santa Cruz. Five|

the Tassajara Hot Springs Hotel, showing the sand- 88

stone walls and basement-area of the structure after
it was gutted by fire on September 8, 1949, From
the September 10, 1949 edition of the San Fran-

cisco Chronicle.
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minutes later Mr, and Mrs. Charles
Federico, Monterey, came out.
Charles Swartz, U.S. forestry
service fire dispatcher, said most
of the firefighters were released
Saturday night and soldiers from
Fort Ord returned to the army
base yesterday. He said a smal
crew would be kept in the smould-
ering area for at least another
three days. About 150 inmates
from Soledad medium - security
prison were expected to be re-
turned to the institution today.
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A southward view through the interior of the north-wing of the Tassajara Hot Springs Hotel after the fire of September 8, 1949. The main entrance is on the right,
below and between the two chimneys. From the September 10, 1949 edition of the San Francisco Chronicle.
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