


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































' 1949

9110/1949

Tassa jara Fire
50 Employees and Gues ts
Are Still Trapped, but Safe;
400 Fighting Brush Blaze
Survivors Describe Efforts by
All Present to Save Spa ;
Fire Is Still Out of Con trol

More.t\bout thelFsH-e
That Destroyed ..Tassajara

. By JACK FOISIE AND DICK HEMP
e ll ..... '.l. !!Itd l Wtlln.

TASSA]ARA. Sept. 9-An
IS-hour " b a t t le for our lives"
w as described t onight b y 50
employees a nd guests still
trapped by a raclrie brush · .fire at
thIs hot sprIngs resort 20 miles
west of KIng City.

Out of danger bu t Isolated be­
hi nd the fi re front. th e 50 survivors
are safe and sound -but exhausted.

Wearily. t.hey tol d of the tireless
errorts or men, wom en and children
to save th e resort from the mush­
rooming fla sh of fire which swept
th rougb the spa's brus h 'an d cot­
tonwood t rees yesterday.

"It was really wo nderful the way
everyone acted when hu ge, moss ­
co\'e~ed boulde rs came rol11ng down
on us . li ke '(" ;\1')110 1"1 ba lls from the
ca nyon st des." said Mrs. L. A. Ross '
at "Mqll lerey. .

S h e' said the gl:es~, and hote l
help "worked like sold ters " in the
face of the flames.

Despite their effor ts to save t h em ­
selves and the luxurious resort.
famed for the ma gic of Its mlncral
waters, the main h otel bulldlng was
gutted and at least n ine cabins
burned to the grou nd.
(00 FIRE FIGHTERS

While Mrs. Ross and others told
of bucket brigades and fr antic at-
.tem p ts to cover rooftops with wee,
blankets. ~OO fire fig hters manned'
the ,main fir e Hne six miles to the.

north;

U. S . Forest servlce District
Ran ger Henry Branagh said th e
BOO-'acre blaze Is still ou t ot control.

F llty For t Ord soldiers were
th rown Into the fire light "ton ight
a nd addi tion al gangs of convicts
t rom Soledad mInimum sec urity

Continued from Pace 1
dining' room about ~:30 ' yeeterday
"'Ith . PhJIlp Lillenthal ·(of San
Franci,eo) and ' all at .': sudden one.
or 'th e cabins went IJp In a crack ­
ling blaze," she said.

"I can't Imagine what :&et. It or!
- bu t there It wa s.
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prison werebrough Cto 'the scene.
Among the trapped fire llghtel'3

at T as sa Jara was ' a t tractive Mrs .
Ph lll p Terry. 36; the r esort owne r.

Sh e re cently m a rried PhIli p Terry.
~1 . " ex -acto r and former husband
Of MovIe Actre,;; Joan Crawford .

"I was sl tt lng ill l ron t of the

Con t!nu.edon Pag~ 6, Col. 1

"Mr. Llilenthal sounded the din­
ner gong s..oc; & . gepernl .al~rm . and
all the guests and help ga thered
on. the run.

"The Hames mushroomed mare
quickly than · anything l 've ever
seen.

"As the t ire spread into the brush'



1949

Upper right (under photograph of door­
way): "This sturdy stone archway, built in the .
nineties, frames a view of the ruined interior
of the once-luxurious main Tassajara Hotel
building. The property had only this year
been improved by its new owner, Actor Philip
Terry."

Left center: " This is how the fire looked
to Chronicle photographer Ken McLaughlin
from a helicopter at approximately 4000 feet.
He was looking southwest down the main
canyon in the Santa Lucia range toward the
resort. Three other helicopters ferried fire
fighters and equipment into the rugged area,
cutting vital traveling time to a minimum.
Rangers said this was the most extensive use
ever made of the craft in fire fighting."

Under map in right center: "This shows
where the fire started. The only road to Tas­
saj ara runs off a road between Salinas and
Monterey. It is rugged country-steep cliffs,
box canyons, brush and some scrubby trees.
Early today the fire was still aut of control,
had burned more than 1400 acres, and was
moving north. The arrow points to the center
of the blaze."

Right center: IOU. S. Forest Service Ranger
C. C. Yates kept a constant lookout from' his
tower on Chew's Ridge, some six miles north
of the main fire area, and one of the landing
places used by the helicopters."

Lower left: "This is the general staff of the
firefighters. Here at Chew's RIdge ranger sta­
tion they conferred on strategy. They're all
Forest Service servants. They are (left to
right): Bill GaIney, staff assistant, Nolan
O'Neil, San Luis Obispo ranger, Warren Ban­
ners, fire control officer, and Henry Branagh,
district ranger."

Lower right: "Guests and employees
fought side by side in a fruitless effort to save
this main building at Tassaj ara. But all that
remains are arches, ambers and rubble, sur­
rounded this thick walls and chimneys. Nine
cabins and other buildings were also destroy­
ed at the swank resort. There is enough food
and water for the' 50 guests and employees,
however."

m ain t en a nce worker, sUffered burned Chronicle Photographers Joe Rosenthal and
hands. Ken McLaughlin."

Mrs. : ·Terry',s . children .were ead-,
dened, " however , by ' I.o.", .ot thcl r Upper left: "Before the big blaze there
m ongrel p et , Corky. ' Sb"e ',d 1ed .,in were two bridges on the only road leading to
the flames ..tter f Irst dashing in to a, Tassajara Hat Springs. They were bath bum­
bUmln.g.cabln and resc uta zber two ed out. This is the site of one of them. The
12-day-old pUPPIes. scene is approximately a half mile from the
USE OF· HELICOPTER S resort, looking toward it from Jamesburg, the

.Hellcc?p ters w ere us~d extenstvel r nearest town. Note the irony-the "No
today. along the m aln tire lin. wltieh Smoking" sign half burned away."
Islic.., . across slx rugged, tumpkd
'm iles ·at 'the Santa' L ucia meuntafns.

It "'.... posslble to curl' nre-'1lgh t:
ers to s t.rate gic potnts alo n g tho
line in g m at te r or rnlnutes by hcl f­
'copte r whereas, v;alk.ln; would hnve
taken lour 'h ours, .

.All 0(' the lour ma chines we re
based .on an open pa tch ·ot. gToll!).d
on Chew'" Rl d t:e. ::l:r. . rn tles so uth
of Jam-esbu r g.

One of the machin es was a Hi ller
350, the same type cr:t.!t . th~t · T~."\':'

cued 12~ye'u:·old Terrence Hll1Jlri o:l
from -.y'os emJ,l e Pnrk :\ month -1120.

milTORIC SPA.
"R...n i . l'3 sald' tne people 'tra p pood

at T=JRn 1'iill . probably ' hAv,,' te
remain .ther e 'anOth er day ·or two ...
Ieast. .

Ta:ssiJaro. Ho t Spr ing. Wtl3 : d a -
veloped liS a resort In th.i890' nd
became .J'" t~m.d summer v tJon-
lng , grounds ; tar we>i.lthy North....rn
Callfornl..ns at the " turn o! the
century. .

ThIs is .th e nrst.. yurthe ,T!>tTY"
h..ve operated the resort, Th.y Ipcnt
$50.000 improving the .p!.au Jut
spring and p tann ed cl!clng it down
lor the win ter In· mid-October,

First page

"Mrs. Sam Wright, San Francisco, guest,
and Mrs. Philip Terry, wife of the owner,
stand in ruins of Tassajara. Full page of pic­
tures, Page 8."

Transcriptions of photograph sub­
captions

Opposite page

Upper right: "Guests and employees at
Tassajara Hat Springs fought side by side in
vain to quell the fire that started there Thurs­
day, destroying the resort and spread north.
Four hundred soldiers and prisoners are still
fighting side by side to put out the blaze
which is still raging out of control. Rangers
of the U. S. Forest Service are guiding that
fight, aided by all the latest scientific gadgets
and techniques. This page presents over-all
and specific scenes of the blaze and its con­
sequences, and of the men who are pitted
against it. These pictures were taken by
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and ' trees, we banded togeth er in
. m an groups to fliht It.

"Women rushed with armload s 01
blankets .to the : swimming poo l,
soaked tbem in .water, then tried to
th row them on ·th. bluing roof tops,

"The m en, 'po,cldIi g h oes And Hand
ex tlnguisher-a.. tried to prevent the
n.in.... lrom racing northwlLrd · up '
the canyon ·to wa m.. J.qlMburg,·
THl!: BATTLE GOES ON

At thls polnt, LllIentlaI. add ed:
" IC the south side behind -u x h ad

ignited. we'd have been cooked ." .
Battl. ag ..Inst the ever-spresdtns

!Ire continued hour alter hour. The
heat 'becam e so Intense In the wfr~
row canyon' where ·the resort nestles
tha. tit ·w.. neeessary to douse W.
amateur. fir. fighters with "buckets
of water: . .. .. '

At Ieast five chtldren were at the
resort wh.n the tire broke cut, Th.y
were Mr:s. Terry',s · . thr~ chlld"ren;
Mich.. el, 8, . Edwin, 8, ' and Mary, ~ ,

together with .HenrY 1"rederlcO, 3't.\,
at Monterey. a.nd80njaBlodg.tt, 10,
O! Slln ta..'Cruz. . '
TERRY GETS THROUGH'

At the 'h eigh t .0f. the· lOSln g· battie
against the flames: a ·so l1ta.ry. figure
stumbled through the .!Ire-gutted
road to the resort .area:'

It turned tout to be Terry, who
had been In . 8.11r,,1.5 'wh en the blaze
beg..n .

He. h a d driven to within. mJJe at
the sprIngs and thenbeen forc.d'by
t'9.'O burned-out bridges to continue
on foot'. . '

Minu te .• otter. he abandoned his
automobile, It .W..., consumed .by
rl ames swoo shing through 'the heavy
brush 11n lng the road. .' .' ' . . .

T.rry was ' 101l0wO\l ' Il . sho rt'. tim.
later by Rariger Branagl1 and FIre
'CQntriii Ol!1c';;' jack Curran, ' who
reported over their ' Portable -radjo
-th a t ' the road w.. "Ii: tubeot fliuri'e'."

At Ieaat . a dozen ..utomobl!es · .. t
the ' r esort were .inllved' 'down ·1itto
the creek bed, ';\vl\ere: .tli'ey·. were
sav.d. · . . . " .. .. :

Tonight, It lSsM .1mPollslbi"."' to
drlv.• the road .~tw~en JiLinesburg
and Tassa;ara be<:ause>O!·:the. ·.fite
and the burned-out··.brldga,- ' . .

One path or e$e&pe; ... . .;';'gged
moimtaln tr..n, waa I.tt to' the be­

,Jea gu ¢red peo ple "a t the "resor t 11l."' t
n ight. But r angers ,do llb ted 'lO'h eth er
many of ·th e women could · hJ.ve :'ne-
gotlated this ro ute. .

E veryon. ...... gr',llte l ul Ult . ... Ind
bl.w tram the south, blow1ni the
!lr . aw&y t ro", the r enialnlier ot
the resort Men and lell.vlna ·um an.
tenuous escape "lin e ope~.' -

Only' one .InJury w I'S reported .a t
TassnJa.rSl. Chnrle.s R nll:SOn , .-43, .. .
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Tassalara
·G UESTS ';,,01 ,",plcyu•• t Tuuj~.i. , H ~ t

Sp,I " C" la llIhi' l id, by .. idl In vl in to q'all
. H.. fir. that Ita rlod Ih,," Thurld .y, dn trlly.d
th., rllo rt , "01 1, d.l\o"h. hU t hl/"dnd lol~ '

. dr• •• and "lu n re .tlll fllhtln, 'liCl, b:y1101 .
' . to put ,our the blu l which llltill r.,l"a: Qut of

eentrol, Th. worthil, 'of fhl U. S. h Ili! s..." ru
:u " Cuidlnr tkat fll kt, "l id.d by l ll :thl , r.tll'
:: ~'t~t~~:~:itll"~i'::I~~f~"~~~~~, -r;/'t~:·tr.':: ·

..I nd· itl c"n.tq u.nc'l, , ..d of the 1'"" who . r•

.:t~::~[:f.~lp~:t~~;~h:~~~C:ZR::.~t"k:i:·:;K:t
McL. ii,hlln. . . .

1

I
!

'';''. 11....-..:chlrnMys. NT... Ub itl.,Mothorbulldlnll WI" .
• !to dntrvyocl I ' Ih, SWIM ..,oFt: Tho.. b ....... '" 1004
.tIIl wl!'Ir ·"'" "'"SO ·......n .ndlllll!'~'-_"
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San Francisco Examiner, 9/10/1949

Immediate dlscorntort, The re­
Bort'skltch~ 'M d-bar' """'"' 'sti li
operating, there WQII no lack of

(Continued on Page 7, 001. 5)

be brought .under control by this
morning. . .

MEN REST-
He added that sixty men hmt

been bcdded ·down for.the nlgnt
along the worst of the fire llnes
and that all addItional 1M men
and three hellc6pters would be
utilized today In the hope It could
be completely controlled by night­
fall.

The guests and employes of .the
hotel were trapped earlier by 'the
flames when two bridges on ' the
only exit road (down Into the CJlI'o
mel Valley) were destroyed.

All were completely out of
danger, ,Sw artz said, and faced no
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The Los Padres NaUonal Forest
fire continued to blaze out of con­
trol last nIght, but forty smoke­
grimed men, women and children
were sate In the blackened ruins
of hIstoric Tassajnra Hot Springs
resort In the rugged mountains
of Monterey County.

In King 'City, Federal Fore,'it
Service Dispatchcr C h a r I e s
Swartz said "bad stopovers" had
caused the fire to break past tire
lines toward the east and north,
with at least 300 additional acres
of scrub oak, brush and madrone
In flamcs.

By late evening, the acreage
burned, Including that around the
resort, totaled at least 1,000.

Swartz said the additional out­
breaks had ' blasted .an earlier
hope that the entire blaze could

Los Padres Forest Fire
Out of Control; 40 Safe:

1,0CfJ Acres Burned
At Tassajara
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Monterey Counfv Forest Fire Out of Control;
40 TrappedatTassajara ,Resort Hotel Safe

( Co,, ( i nued ./rom ' P(U1,~ One)

food, and some cabins st ill were
avaUable 'for shelter. " ,

They had been 'advlsed to tc:
main at the partially destroyed
resort ternporarilyunttl th e .last
danger of shifti ng flames Is ellm­
lnated.

Flre fighters Included soldIers
from Fort Ord and inmates of. . . ..

Soledad Prison Camp, as well as
forest service men.

Whil e the rnalnibody of light­
ers waited ,fol" the da~n to , r e­
sume their battle, weather cond i­
tions grew both more and less
favorable. WInds and thermome­
ters had .dropped.ibut .t he .hurnid­
Ity was risIng, Swartz saId.

'Behind the 'fir e Iroiit'the 'rUfiJea

Tassajara resortamoldcred, with
damage th ere estimated at $75"
000 by ;ollffier PhU Terry, movie
actor lind former husband of film
star.Joan Crawford. .

The bllizl! began at3p. in:
Thursday .m ,11 cabin occupied by
the three children of Mrs, Terry,
the former Helen G. 'Meyers, 36,
of Salinas, by a previous mar­
rlage. Mrs . Terry suffered arm
burns when she fought 'her way
Into the cabin, thtnklng the chil­
dren to be there. ' MIchael, 8; Ed­
Wln,a, .lnd Mary-Mi ers. 5, had
gone swlmmlng.Eowever,
ANOTJlER BURNED;

An ' employe, Charles Ronson,
also suffered hand ' burns as
guests and emplo yes pitched Into
the losing battle. Fire crackled
through the tinder dry grounds,

San Jose Mercury-Herald,9/10/1949

engulfing , the two-story stone
hotel, ten of the th irty-five cot­
tages, a twenty-car .garage, a re­
pall' shop and recreation ,build­
hlg-. There was no panIc.

The blaze, while ' th e mestserl ­
ous, was only one of an estimated
100 set in Federal.and s tate pro­
tected lands 'of northern Galifor"
nla since Wednesday. Most of ttTe
others were started by now wan­
ing Ughtnlng storms, and most
were 'put'o ut after ' blackening
tenaeres or -less .

E. L, Baxter, F ederal regional
fIi-e disp atcher here, said he bad
1,000 men fighting about 300 fIr es
between the Oregon border and
Placerville. Only one giving ,hIm '
concern was ' an 800 'acre blaze
1n the Feather RIVer ,disl:fjet
north of' Challenge (Yuba
County >.

I

I WHERE F ORE ST FIRE STARTEn-:.Two ot ..
r'fbe 66 p ersOM .fr l l"bl) who wer e muooRe(!. by a
'for'u t tIre at T assajllr:a Hot S~rinc:s Jook ever th o
lrulnJ ot ,eneer th e (l,ll.hlns of th e fas hionable hotel
'wh1c.!J. waa atse de3tro:red (bac ktro un dl. Th oll li re
;J t:lr ted in one ot the c::I. blw arou nd the hotel.
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r.;.re ::l.d to the 'ho ~el ind th en 'Ie to' Lhe timber. ThD
hote l was 2 !uhlonl bJe reso rt oper :lted by moYie
Actor P hil T erry. F ir o flrhfer ::: .ar e elJd eaYorl lJ( to
control the forest flro .· wbkh b:lS cover ed 100
acres • . Story 0: p'az e 1._ Ap 'WIr ll&lhoto.
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Salinas Californian, 9/10/1949

Ta,ssaji)ra.'Fire Slowing 'Down

Forest Blaze
To Be Ringed
By7 o'Clock

Fcvorcble Weather Conditions Aiding
300Menon Fire Line; Bridges Repaired
But No In-Going Traffic Permitted

, Aid ed by favorable weatherconclitions for the first time
since the fire started Thursday ,afternoo.n;300 fire-fighters
expected .t o bring the 'I'assajara-fire in Los'Padres national
forest under control about , 7 ' o'clock tonight" Dispatcher
Charles Swartz said this afternoon in King City. A higb
fog , blanket ed the burning ar,es. ' .
and the wind was recorded here fit .'N o" In-golng' tr1Lf!lc wUl be

,n l11e ' mJles an hour, ' ~l1nIttCd ,on tho"road 'for BonI"
• ''The situation at the fIre looks ttme, : tho:for~t, , &<iwlee ' po inted

good 'now and barring unforese en ant , 'M d 'all ~"" wUl be
weather changes" we should have stepPoo. at · Jainesbrirg. Tnllflo ,
It ,-under control ,by 7 o'clock to-on the'roadat·tJie;p~~t would
nlght," Swartz 88Jd. A fire Is n ot be",a,hindrance .to'the movement
regarded ,as under 'control until ot'men,and 'equlplnent. ' ,
the perimeter of .the blaze Is com"Forest " , Super'villor Lloyd A.
pletely circled by lines. ' Rlckel "lnformed 'the dtspatcher's

,A recheck 'oi mapS this morn-. citfl~in Klni Clty .that 'only two
.Ing' reduced the burned-over persons " .now 'a t " Tasaajara ,' -Hc t
acreage to about 800, lowertng Springs ,indica t ed ' they wanted to
,earlier report. ,that 1,300 acre. leave , as ' soon' 8JI .the road was
had been consumed, opened, ' Others probably will walt
:Flre-tlghting ' :condl ti ons ' wer e untntnetr.vecatton timli has been

w.ed. ' , ,', , " ,
good last nlgbt ,and early today " "
and the blaze "lald down" ove r- , Thre e tlre-flghten have au!tered
nIght, making ': 'lit tl e " progress, what .wer e described as ',"very ml­
while tlghte,.. employed the val u- nor" :,injtirle" 'One ' prlson gu ard
able' time .atreng thenln g' Iln es trom the Soled8.dmedlum security
around the rront of the burn. prison pulled a muscle .In his leg

Brldp'es :~tored for . the "most eerlous" , casustty,
o Swartz Bald. ' '

,Meanwhll e other workmen have
started te restore brIdges leading He added that one of tho f our
Into T8.3SnJnr& ,Hot Springs .0 heHcopters used to observe ' the
that the 62 gueste and employe. ,f Ir e was being ' released to the
caught In 'the hollow by the rust Cleveland n ational torest near San
moving , flames ,Thuraday m ay be DIego, where a fire already hag
evacuated, It was expected the burned '2,400 acr es.
two', burned-out' .b rtdgea would be
rep8.lred today. ,',
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Salinas Californ ian, 911011949

Colorfu/.Historyof Tassajara
Hot 'Springs Goes Back ,to

Indians in Arroyo 5ftCO Area
By Dorothy Ver"

His tor y ' at ,Tassajara Hot
Spring~ goes back to the ,days ot
the Iridi an tribes, ' who - roamed
through the',t or tu ous Arroyo Seeo
r iver country to its headquarters
and visited the medicinal springs
while on their w ay to the yellow
sandstone cliffs and caves (Bruce
Church ranch) , t lve mllea beyond .

. However, first white. m~ to
take ,over the springs proper came
in about 1868 or 1869, when' F rank
Rust opened a camp. At that time
it was believed that hot mineral
waters were an assured .cure-all,
just OIl general principles, an~ ~y
hot spring was considered a po­
t ential gold m ine. Rust lett t hat
year, and turned hi s h~lding~ over
t o a squatt er by t he n ame of
Spencer. He, too, depar ted, but a
Jack Borden, new owner, had
more pr omoti onal ideas. He, de­
sirous of starting a heal th- re­
sort, changed the name frpm Agua.
Caliente to uTassajara/' meaning
Umeat-drying place."

The wagon road ended per­
haps 10 mlles tram the springe;
and the 45-mlIe trip from 1I10n­
t~,.. ,",'M a long a nd arduous
one. The Iate Dr. C. A. Can ­
fiel d, l\Ionterey, forwarded some
of the water to the Smithso nian
institute , for analyzntlo ri, and
It was r ep or t ed to be "the rtch­
est spring In the United States,
containing some 82 distinct In­
gr-edlen ta ,"
Accommodations under Mr. Bor­

den's r egime were ' "al fresco."
Persons .' were .caut loned t o bring
their ' own necessi t ies, but ,pro­
visions w-ere available.

'Discou ra ged by the lack of "in­
valids" at his spa, ' Jack ' Borden
finally sold , his squatters' right
to William Hart sometime between
1875 and 1880. Hart then built
a log "hotel" of two or three
rooms, some small cabins, ' a "shale
rock 'dinning room, and a "'rock
bath house with a plunge and sev­
eral Individual wooden tubs. He
widened trails to bring in aup plles
from t he James ranch (now Lam-

berts') .
Quilty nune noJid

Some gue sts were enthusiastic
about the place, and among the
most enthusiastic ' was 'the late
Charle s QUilty, fa ther of Mra.
Wlliiam J effery and Mrs,' Howard
Cozzens , both of SaUnas. He vis it­
ed the resort about 1884' and not
too long afterward, negotiated for
its purchase. . '

-I t was Mr. Qullty who Is re­
spon sible for the first road 'into
th e springs. He had the country
surveyed from the James ranch
to the springs. took on J ohn Me"
Phall as a par tner , and go t busy.
A year later Mr. , McPhail started
the road as its 'boss, wh ile Mrs.
McPhail and famil y r an the ' re -
sort. ,

BUilding of , that mountain
road was a tremendous ,and in­
tricate job, for at ' that tlm~

most construction was done by
plck and shovel. From J ames
ranch, t-o Chews rIdge the work
was comparatively , easy, . 8S

much was done with plows. The
Jast eight miles, from the' crest

, of t he r idge, to the ' springs, lay
through sandstone :a nd granite
a.long pr ecipitous slopes. .It 'wa s
thl" difficult terrain that gave
tho na mes ZJa-zag a nd Ha irp in

.Bend t o .aecttons of t he road,

F'inancm g- ot the ro ad came
from Mr. Quilty 'p OW n pocket , and
sources at road materials started
t o ' b~come low t or t hat reason.
The road gang grew Ured of wait ­
ing for its pay, 50 Chinese were
imported from ' San Jose t o help
finish the job" 'and the new road
was opened -to the public In 1890.
It served several -tamlltes in the
area, as well as the reaort, and
eventually , the ' county took over
Its maintenance. At one ttme Mr.
Quilty considered bulldlng ' a se'c­
ond road tram the springs to the
Abbott ranch to the Arroyo' Seco,
but t o this aay Ills Initial venture
lias been the one way In ami out
of Tassajara. '

Tripe into the springs took ail
day in stages drawn by ', four
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horses. Three' changes . ot .horses,
made a t Whltlocks, at the Steffani
place and at ' Jamesburg, 'preceded
the last eight-mile lap, '

Pl ant E nlarged ,
A road In, Mr. QUilty nextturn­

ed his e!forts ,to enlarging .,hI.
plant. He planned a (O-room sarJ(1 ~'

stone edifice to replace },!r~ H art's
log cabin. Most of the materi al
used was n ative, except tor red­
wood lumber hauled la ' from the
outside tor windows, doors ana
simIlar wor:k~ Canyon' walls 'were
so ,steep 'tha t ' building ,'problems
were multlp lie d, They necessitated
excavation of a alzeable shelf be­
fore each building 'could be-erect­
ed. Henry ' Arnold was hired ,t o
blast out all ' the stones uoed 'in
the new hotel rrom giganti c rocks
nearby. San, J ose masons , ~quared

them ' and laid ' the walls . ' ,
Mr. Arnold, ' in , later years ' a

re sident at' Salinas. himself built
walls around' the resort , grounds
and filled in the' t errace. Lime­
atone, too, was quarried there and '
a klln set up ' close by. '
, The hotel was finiahed In 1893,
and provided' onl y a ' precarious
living at the beginn ing. 'Building
costs had been high, and mainte-
nance higher. . '

At therorn , of the century,
Mrs. Helen Quilty Holohan took
over the' management, a nd ex­
panded lll~ facili t ies to Include
a ,swimming poor and rid ing
stable, la' 'a ddition to ,the new
ba th ' hou... and plunges; Whe n

' Ihe f1nalOr sold the ' resort It
was worth; approxlniately $100,-
000. ' ..
In June the hotel of 38 rooms

and 29 cabins were complet ely ren­
avated and re-opened. 'to the pub­
lic by ,Mr. and Mrs, Phll , Terry
after a 'long pertod of .change in
managership ', at brief intervals.

The word "hot" was deleted
from the name, and as "Taesa ja r a
Springs" it has been operating to
hundreds Qf " resort goers for the
las t threemonths.



ex-actor and former husband of
Joan Crawtord, lost III mAIn 36- ~

roomJodze, nine of III 3iJ cablns
and other cutbulldlngs, ' But · the
spring!, with water .avaUable . .to:
flillt 1Ir-. beCame ..lour-acre
haven .
. Ttle 40 rue!u and 22 employes

could thank a lucky ahltt In the
Wlml,aM 11IelroY(n counl~e arid
ealmncu' that tl1t IJTIlln ·mountain
valley dIdn't bocome-a doath trap.
QUEErS .ORGANIZm. · : . . .

They we" orcanl:ed Into' a t1~
tlllttttnl.'. llrliACfl . bY' ,bo~r . dci'k
Bert Plump ond .Terr,.. All Joined
with .b~klta, :lIho vela, . axea and
~et ~lanl!ttJ in the Jal1lc lar··th&b:
~.~ I,as no pwn-kr;. -" . ." ..*

The~ v--e lWo mInor jnJu ~IOl,
both arm burna.

TIle resort was out of lauch
with .. the ..world , tor :ne.rl,y ·· .1"
hounr when 'an ·eorrtmunlcat!ons
.wcre ·bum cd . out .t .,~, l':m:
'T h urs d ay, Ran ger . GecrieBralT":
Drh and a tellow· tl~-tl~hter were
tho flrat to penetrate tho names
alo·ng the tortuous mountaIn road
Into the resort ,

1949

Monterey Peninsula Herald, 9/10/1949

:ssClj .r . '(i · e S S ·" a.y
EscqpeTo~ay; aging
r=°·re . ; ~ rost ·Cont rol ed·
Bridgeson nly'Road
Out Ready ForTravel
By WALnR MBJO)UIL. .. . . .
... '.I.'h-e agtlR fin In the Sanbr f;tn:h.Muuilbiliis wU gmt..
ually beingheld under. control today, ending the threat to
the lives .of 62 persons trapped at Tassajara Springs. . . , .
, "If theweather holds up, we expect to have the f~ whip­

ped by tonight," .,U. S, Forest Service Fire- Dlspa·tcher
Charles Swartz said in King City. . . . . .' . . . .

He had been in radio communication with· the guesu lind
employes .who were trapped '.. ,
In a 'narrow m ountain canyon ot the blaze to a stratus overcast,
at 'the resort. · . , ' which reduced the wind and tem­
. .HIt toItt tITmi 'tim. t!Ml\O~. perature and: I~creased humll!,ltl.
bridges would be ready . by three wllh t,t:e result th~ lin WU d)'lni·
ll.m. an·thll. llI.mlW road laa~ down. .
ttl the 3pT1np. l!mtl1l1i' them 10 About 1,00. &CN;lI han *"
drlve out In their, can; .But only barned OTn br lb.e fan mo~
twO· c-irloads .ot guem 1'Ianned to blue. which wU .lanne4,br wiDda
l ...v ... .The olhon told Swarh they of %0. lnIlea ~ hOUJ'r..ten1ar.
would remala end t1null out their .Flve hllJldre4 11Iee. Inelu~ 101-
vaea tlons, 1I1en tram Fan Ord. wan b6UUUI'
WIND DIES DOWN 0!1 the til'! !!!!~ ~7. . ' .
. Swaru.,alll1buted the ImenInc TusaJara• .owned b,..PhU Tem, :

San Francisc o Chronicle, 9/11/1949

.Ft st Refugees,:8rought.OUt:Frorn Resort
Ths~jara . ;Bla%eBroughtU ;~der Control

~~r;J&'~ · 1.~~ ~~ftca"cns, deoplt&thcI~ .... . .itenpo~~,~~
.~: tIre·~ 'trawe4:M 'PeoPie : RoacI CrewI ha4 thra1m 'up. t1ro or~ 4.50 tln! )~.••~.ocI7 ~
iii: .tbl4 :hOC. .aprlnp,~ ',~ sman brldies to rePlace thoia ~ III Wl4.clrqnl1bnllcba;>ce
eiQI'*iQ:ms:cles't:<o;e<ltb' hIsto:ii:~ ,by tile flamb. . . . . hUmIdIt1 'ot~,coald
hoelo::~ ,~·ui14er . ccntrol -. -AD 'oftrcaA lin Ula J::ii:t.t."~ &be ere jill Id'-~~
1Wl.~ .... , . ,' , . . ...Plie .. 'Dls;>atd:>er .C2la:kI oa(:e japlll. ...,. . ' . .:'~~"'1ft carlC&da or~~_'"IM' .o;m,d an4::tempe:a.t. Tell fres!I ,ZW:= 'lm'8 iiwJJ · ~
.ri..tJ:d :o~,~' , ·e::c:= .t:lG~IP.tre:S . d1t~ ..~ . "...mw..,. til· *,=;e,,",,,,~';?(ll : C',l'rNa:a ~l: ~
UiCilula,L:y•.-c1 ,to~ City. Otben1creased.·U tl>: weather, holdS· .....~ to !'epIaoo \he ,"".!'~ :rarest
~&o .leave . th!a 11IOZ'I1!UI'; _ shoald haft It out b7 earI1 ,t; l.bI~. penonDe1 Wbcl ,ha'ftl foUIht
_t.her,'iroulc1Itq.aD4 finish outmcrnlDc. . . . . . . tluI tlta tOllhnieda:P~~

250



1949

Soledld Minimum Security J>rlaon
battTl'<1 Thurllrl.y night ond 'llI doy
rrldlY until ' 10 p.rn. Saturdly uriUI
th e. fire WI! pronounced under
eeatrel.

'Pores try orNct.l. &:l td th."! were
aIded In Ihelr right when a low
t1QercAit · tJT" cloUd's 'came in over'
lhe ruu.n mounta in ar.a Satur­
day, The cl\.anl/e In we.ther
brought Increulnl/ humIdity" I

drop In the temperature Ind a
deereue In the wind. .

Only StoneSkeleton Remains
of Famed Tasssjata Resort

dormllories . . another recreation
bulldln. and the main hotel build-
Ing. .

81artlnr In & eettaze, the nre
qulc~lr flIr.ld Inlo the lloarbr
main .tnaelure iand lMn .~t'liP
lb. ' Ileep ~7an walls t. . the
horlh...1 and Into Ibe 'oreet, eet­
IInr Ihe .In,l. road oul of the
pla~~ .

Yorestry crew. aided bY .lQldlcnrrom 't he 12th InfwntTyR.ghnent
It Fort Ord ond prlsone.. trom the

11'.1... ",.h, l, Photol
l'tlr. and Mn. Philip Terry, owners and man.reN ot T.ui.aJara Hot Sprln,. OWNt snapped coarl,. Sltur..
day"mornlnrlt the 'rront-ent'rlfncl'no the Inlln resod build In, . vtewtne .. parllnn ot the 'dlnfl,e'cauled
by the lire which Iwept the Sprlnls Frld l' afternoon. M.rt. Terry . u rt N t d burn. 011 the arm a tt em pt.
Inr to enter ontl ot thtl 15 eat tacel alia dulroyed In the ~t i ~e . 'Te rr~ elUmllr.d tht'lr lou at over S'U.DOO.

2S!

Tass' jara
Fire nder
Control

MontereyPeninsula Herald, 9/12/1949

IlInal1 en~ .t<>4aT · W'*" "",p­
plnl' w" tm I". ON! wbkb Thw,..­
dar .n~n.."," plkll a major ~.
U.... of TuacJua Hoi SPrtl160 aM
IMII 'W?JI( .....H' .. 1.4&9. 'RtH .6C',
brUh lltld Um!>(,rland bo . . LM
"'d~ Nallo",1 rorut libolrt s%
mil... ~Ih.aot of .M....!ef'eY. • .

U. ll. plvlalon of Yoreatry' Ottl­
clair at Kin, City ... Irl 'W ay there
...... no dan,.r tlu t the !Ire, ron­
trolle<l at 10 o'oIhck Salurday
nJ,hl. would £.t away ...,In.

M~~ntlme, the dnc\e road lrM
th• . (am~ mountain raorl ' hu
been temporarily reetored · to _­
vtee, but onr,, · a f"." of the .40
IUeSlJ and n lllD.D19YJt tr~~,
by ' the nre .Trlll.,, :·)1&"' ,·made
th.lr · wlY out ot th. Sprlnp.

No one U IUO'ftd to en ter the
resort, however.

SLOW TRlr

nr.! of tho ruesta to lea"" the
Sprln" lat. Saturday were Mrl.
C. n. Bloo,.tt and two c:Iau&!>len
of Santi Cruz and Mr . and Mz:s.
Chari., Ye<lerJco and IOn .ot . 152'
Yranklln street, Mont erey.

'Alt hou t h th<')' were flanked by
","oulel~rln, underbruah · and .
b~ckened tree , .. Ihey reported the
Irlp WI. dow bu t "DoL too dan­
I'eroui .~ .

. Rangen ..Id th_ were lhe only
twe .pa rt ON IndJ""tVtf ·a" 1l1lfTle<il­
Ite deslre to lea v.' when the two .
brlell/.' bu r-ned out by tho fir.'
IV.r. repan-<rl at 3 p.rn, Saturday,

Other zu es ts told forestry creWl
lhry w~rt' comtorte ble ant1 would
eont inue their vacat lons at the re­
sort, only a. part of which was de­
etroyed In tho f1r~ .

CAR!! 1IA"T.~

Stili Intact ar. 21 .ruest cottates.
tho dinln, hulldlng, ba thhouses
and the bar and recreatlon room,'
Burned ~ £II&.&&&. althCM"b

car. owned by the luertJ were
.aved, IS well Ii. IS colla,e. Ind '



1949

Onl , the d one .kelelon 01 ,the natn build Inc . 1 ''tuuJa n Il ot g·p rl n~ . fa mau a Jnolltlta ln ruort In
1..otI radl'es N a ti on a l Fore.t. rcmal nrd alter tl rc .... ·r p l th e pla ce 1''"1"ld",. and then Inlo tbe adJol nl ",.
fatui . T he ch.rTed Nil lTame••tan dlne In the I01'rrrou n d abc ve ,ho w w nere .. ' atee ca b in baudll l
DMlmb&n ol th6·.t&tf ,(.oed ~roni: u wu r.~ by the rite.' Brhlnd t he-ru~ . bown Inl~tlnr '{be ruin .
a.. lhe bl.dtcned llK't marklnr Ibe lccauee at another cab ln when the blue Ja believed to ,b ve .tat,led.

_ • . . .. Ir . t . t Oaln.1c" 1'Iu~ Lc ...1
Tro4lPI from Forl Ord. _yr. were r Ut hrod In tn lh p. Cle M aufn.1t the l ored tlnl wh ich h ur n..d Ol't 1'

1,4 00 a.trf'1l ,,1 Loll Padr" Nallonal Yor es t .'''''1' ,t..,. lIne uri, Frida , m utnl nr . a t Tau_JMt. 11,,1
8prln' l , 5% mlles. louthrut of ~Io n l r r ,. ,. . , Fou r U.~. 'l'o r... trl ·'R ..rvtee hl' l!rn pl ..n. on,. of whl rh Ia

Iho""," .bave, were ul~d In the rtrhL MOfft tha n 400 men fl nall ,. br ou r ht lh. rtr e u nder ro n lrol I il. l ~

th lurday nlr ht.
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Tassajara Springs resort , h eavi­
lY-damaged by fire whi ch ulti­
mately sw ept over ,800 acres , of
Los Padres na tional foreSt " la s t
week, ," ill be re built immediately,
Owner P hilip T erry announced too,
day.

,: Mr. ,Terry told The Californian
that after the last of the guests
leave, probably by the middle of
this week, the resort will be closed
and reconstruction of ' the 'h ot el,
cabins and other bUH,dlngS: ' razed

1949

Salinas Californ ian, 9/ 12/1949

Owner Terry Reports-«-

TassajaraHot $prings Resort
To Be · Reb,uil.t lmmed;at~/y

by the fire , ,Thursd~y will' start. ' minutes later 11r. and Mrs. Charles
,The resort owner ,expressed his , Federi co; ' Monter ey, carne out.:

thanks to employes and guests Cha rles Swartz , U.S. forestry
who ' courageously battled the servi ce fi re dispatc her, said most
flames ' and succeeded in ' .aVing of the ' firefi ghters were released
many of ' the buildings. ' He.' also Saturday night and soldiers from
expressed his appreciation to the F Qrt Ord ,returned to the army
forest " services, and othen. , who base. yesterday, He sa id a small
a ided In thefight. , ','';' crew would be k ept In the smould"'
"The fii'st two carloads of guests ering a rea for a t least another

left the resort, Saturday over the three days. About 150 Inmates
newly ' constructed road. .The first from Soledad medium " security
car to reach King City was that prison wer e expected to be re-,
of C. R. Blodgat, Santa Cruz. Five turned to th e insti tution today. '

To the right: a view through the main entrance of
theTnssajara Hot Springs Hotel, showing the sand­
stone walls and basement area of the structure after
it was gutted by fire on September 8, 1949. From
the Se ptember l a, 1949 edition of the San Fran­
cisco Chronicle.
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A southward view through the interior of the north-wing of the Tassajara Hot Springs Hotel after the fire of Septembe r 8, 1949. The main entrance is on the right,
below and between the two chimneys. From the Septe mber la, 1949 edition afthe San Francisco Chronic/e.

254


